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Marta Feuchtivangerys 
Extraordinary Journey 

—It All Began 
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Marta Feuchtwanger, c.1926 

Marta Feuchtwanger at home in Pacific Palisades 

By Lawrence Weschler 
If you attend concerts, plays, 

consular receptions, university lec
tures, or any number of other public 
occasions in Los Angeles, you've 
almost certainly seen her; and if 
you've seen her�youVe no doubt 
wondered who she is�this splendid 
octogenarian dowager, perennially 
wrapped in her long black Chinese 
gowns, her sleek white hair pulled 
back tight in a neat bun, her face a 
study in wry animation. Well, meet 
Marta Feuchtwanger: A more vi
brant woman you are seldom likely 
to encounter. 

Despite her eightyeight years, 
Marta these days is a very busy 
woman. Just try to slip an appoint
ment in edgewise as she reels off 
her commitments—this committee 
for the Watts Towers, that perfor
mance of an experimental theater 
company at the Fox Venice, this 
next visit from the Polish ambassa
dor. She no longer trudges down 
the hill from her Pacific Palisades 
home each morning—every morning 

of the year—to bathe in the chilly 
waters of the Pacific (she gave that 
up a few years back—“Come on�” 

she winks, “There are limits to 
what an eightyeight year old woman 
can do’�). But you'd be hard
pressed to locate any other such 
limits as she drives off virtually 
every evening, often chauffeuring 
friends a generation younger than 
she to various cultural and political 
events throughout the Southland. 
And during the days she devotes 
hours to her teeming desk, managing 
the literary estate of her late hus
band, the eminent German historical 
novelist, Lion Feuchtwanger, or 
escorting rapt visitors through the 

meetings into Marta's frenetic calen
dar. As part of a joint undertaking by 
the UCLA Oral History Program and 
the USC Library, I was dispatched 
to record Mrs. Feuchtwanger's rem
iniscences on tape. The fifty hours 
of recorded conversation that re
sulted have now been distilled into 
four volumes of edited transcript, 
almost >2,000 pages covering her 
friendships and interactions with 
many of the greatest figures in 
world politics and culture over the 
past century. This absorbing record 
has recently been made available for 
perusal by scholars and other in
terested parties at the libraries 
both universities. 

extraordinary library wnrch “ _ Throughout the vast interviews, 
equally much his legacy and which Marta maintained a light, easily 
Marta has now willed to the "Uni
versity of Southern California. So 
pinning her down for an appoint
ment is seldom easy. � 

But not long ago over a period 
of six months, I had the 

good fortune of sliding several dozen 

flowing tone. She sometimes seemed 
as bright and sassy as the young 
woman whose life she was recount
ing. Although her English is entirely 
fluent, the transcripts are festooned 
with delicious literalisms, near
misses of translation (as when she 
describes hiking through Sicily and 

encountering “a small herd of 
porks”)�and the tapes preserve her 
marvelously distinctive diction, in 
which, among other trademarks, the 
v’s often flutter into w�s (as when 
she tells you of “the clinching and 
wampish dress" she once wore during 
a particularly bawdy Munich 
Fascmng). 

Marta was born in Munich in 
1891 to middleclass assimilated 
Jewish parents, their only child to 
survive infancy. From out of an over
sheltered childhood, she blossomed 
into a lovely teenager, physically 
active and intellectually alert. In 
1910 she met Lion Feuchtwanger, 
seven years her senior, a young play
wright and critic, at a party given 
by one of his sisters. His parents, 
quite wealthy Othodox Jews, had 
virtually disowned their lapsed son, 
who had in the meantime taken to 
living a bohemian life, espousing 
Vart pour l’art�and cutting a dash
ing figure in Munich underground 
society. He was immediately taken 

� continued on page 4 
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